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UNIT PLAN TEMPLATE

LOGISTICS

	Teacher
	Alexandrea Ervin

	Grade(s) Level(s):
	4th Grade

	Title of Unit:
	Famous People

	Length of Unit :
	2 Weeks


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND RATIONALE
	· To investigate the importance of famous people.
· To research famous people.

· To understand how many people became famous.

Students should know and understand famous people.  Famous people are a major part of American history, and also world history.  It is important that students understand how their role models and idols became who they are.  It is vital  that students understand the journey and sacrifices that famous people made to become famous, because one day these students may become famous.

Grade Fourth Language Arts Goal 4- The learner will apply strategies and skills to create oral, written, and visual texts.

Objective 4.05-Use planning strategies to generate topics and organize ideas (e.g., brainstorming, mapping, webbing, reading, discussion).

· Benjamin Franklin (Science)
· George Washington Carver(Social Studies)

· Leonardo da’ Vinci (Art)

· Ray Charles (Music)




ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)

	· The learner will discover and describe why there are famous people.
· The learner will explain how these people became famous.




UNIT OVERVIEW 

	plan for unit integration

(graphic organizer may be attached as separate document or inserted as digital image)
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prerequisite teacher content knowledge

(may be bullet points; include essential vocabulary)

I am not sure that I know every detail about Franklin, Vinci, Charles, and Franklin, but I am going to find as much information about them as possible so that I can successfully present this information to the students. 




CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE LEARNERS

	prior knowledge

unique learner characteristics




CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

	physical space

temporal resources

learning materials

personnel resources

technological resources




UNIT OVERVIEW AND TIMELINE

	
	specific expectations (goals/objectives)
	teaching and learning strategies (in brief)
	formative or summative assessment

type-strategy-tool
	learner considerations
	environmental considerations
	material resources
	other resources

	DAY 1
	Science- Goal 3 Objective 3.04.  Students will be expected to read, explore, and write two paragraphs about Ben Franklin
	Students will be read aloud a book about Benjamin Franklin.  Students will write notes in their notebooks about the story.  Students will observe an electricity experiment.   
	I will conduct a Formative assessment during the read aloud.
Summative assessment will be used to check student’s notebooks.  A rubric will be used also. 
	
	
	A bag of balloons.
The book “Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin” By: Gene Barretta. 

Notebooks


	

	DAY 2
	Social Studies-Goal 3 Objective 3.04.  Students will be expected to discover/research the impact of George Washington Carver in American History.  
	Each student will be given the book “The Story of George Washington Carver” By: Eva Moore.  Students will be placed in small groups and will read the book aloud in their groups.  When the book is finished each group will present a time-line of Carver’s life
	Formative assessment will be used during group reading.  I will observe student comprehension as they sequence the events of the story, and as they recall major contributions made by George Washington Carver.  


	
	
	Poster Board 
 “The Story of George Washington Carver” By: Eva Moore.

Markers
	

	DAY 3
	Art- Goal 6 Objective 6.03.  Students will be expected to look through various art works of Leonardo da Vinci, and critique his work compared to 21st century art.
	Students will begin the day in small groups were they will read the story of “Leonardo da Vinci” by Mary Osborne and Natalie Boyce.  Students will look at various works of art by Leonardo da Vinci and compare his work with a partner.  Students will present their groups opinions of the paintings. Students will use their notebooks to record their information.
	Formative assessment will be used during group reading. 
I will evaluate the student’s paragraphs on the basis of complete thoughts and contrasting ideas, while adjusting expectations of complexity to each child’s development capabilities.  I will also be assessing each student’s notebooks for completeness.


	
	
	“Leonardo da Vinci” by Mary Osborne and Natalie Boyce.  
Notebooks

Leonardo art work and 21st century art work.


	

	DAY 4
	Music- Goal 6 Objective 6.07.
Students will be expected to listen to his music, and learn about his life as a blind successful musician.
	Students will be placed in two large groups.  Each group will read “Ray Charles” By: Sharon Bell Mathis.  When each group has finished reading the story, as a group they will make a list consisting of challenges that they would face if they were blind.  Each group will share their list.   As students work Ray Charles’s music will be playing in the background.
	Formative assessment will be used during group reading.  Summative assessment will be used on each group’s list.


	
	
	Ray Charles music
“Ray Charles” By: Sharon Bell Mathis.  

Poster Board

Markers
	


LESSON PLANS

	Salem Lesson Plan Format

GRADE/CLASS: Fourth
SUBJECT AREA(S):
Language Arts/Science

UNIT TOPIC: Famous people





DAY: 1

Desired learning outcome(s):  

· The learner will make predictions based off of the text.

· The learner will be able to comprehend text that is viewed and heard.

· Will be able to formulate questions and make connections with previous experiences, information, and ideas. 

Essential question(s) from learning objective:  Why is Benjamin Franklin a famous Inventor?

NCSCOS goal and objective(s):

Assessed

Grade Fourth Language Arts Goal 2: The learner will apply strategies and skills to comprehend text that is read, heard, and viewed.

Grade Fourth Language Arts Objective 2.02: Interact with the text before, during, and after reading, listening, and viewing by: 

· Setting a purpose using prior knowledge and text information. 

· Making predictions. 

· Formulating questions. 

· Locating relevant information. 

· Making connections with previous experiences, information, and ideas. 

Addressed 

Grade Fourth Science Goal 3: The learner will make observations and conduct investigations to build an understanding of magnetism and electricity.

Grade Fourth Science Objective 3.04: Explain how magnetism is related to electricity.
Learner prior knowledge/ learner background experiences:  The learner will need to have prior knowledge of the terms: 

· Electricity- A buildup of electric charge. 

· Lightening rod- A grounded metal rod placed high on a structure to prevent damage by conducting lightning to the ground.
· Inventor- Is a creator or designer of something.

· Invention- The act of inventing something or to create something new never seen, used, or heard of.
· Static electricity- refers to the buildup of electric charge on the surface of objects.
Materials and resources needed (include authentic literature selection):

· Bag of Balloons 

· Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin By: Gene Barretta. 

· Notebooks

· Poster board

· Marker

· http://sln.fi.edu/franklin/inventor/inventor.html. Article on Ben Franklin

Teaching strategies

Differentiation strategies should be infused throughout.  Differentiate for content, product, and process.

· Anticipatory strategies (background knowledge): Before beginning the lesson I will go over the five key vocabulary words which will be written out on a poster board and posted in the front of the classroom.  I will go over these words before beginning the lesson and have the students tell me their definitions.  Their definitions are what I will write beside each of the vocabulary words.  After discussing vocabulary terms I will begin to read the story Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin By: Gene Barretta.  This story is about the many inventions of Benjamin Franklin.  Before reading the story I will ask students to predict what the story will be about based off of the front and back cover.  Students will be asked to write notes in their notebooks as the story is read aloud.  Notes could/should consist of three vocabulary words that are unknown, or three questions that they may have, or even three comments.  All of the students are asked to have at least three notes in their notebooks.  
· Developmental strategies:  For the main part of the lesson we will be exploring the world of Benjamin Franklin.  I will use the internet to show students a website centered on Benjamin Franklin http://sln.fi.edu/franklin/inventor/inventor.html.  All Students will be given the website in paper form.  This is specially for students who have trouble listening to the teacher as she reads.  After we have finished reading we will have a whole class discussion. I will open up the discussion by asking students to tell how Benjamin Franklin’s inventions have helped them in their daily lives.  When discussion has ended students will be given a handout with five questions printed on it.  For students who finish early they will be given an additional assignment, they will have to write two additional paragraphs or a paragraph about Benjamin Franklin at the bottom of their handouts (Process-Differentiation).  An answer sheet will be used to check students answers.   
· Concluding strategies:  To conclude the lesson students will be asked to discuss with the whole class what they learned about Benjamin Franklin and his inventions.  If time allows I will tell students that they will conduct an experiment like Benjamin Franklins.   I will give each student a balloon that is pre-blown up and a balloon that is not.  The balloon that is not blown up should be taken home to show their parents what they learned in class.  Students will rub the pre-blown up balloon across their heads and place it on the wall demonstrating for them static electricity.  If the experiment is done correctly the balloon should stay in the exact position that the student placed it.  I will tie this experiment to Benjamin Franklin by saying a huge spark of static electricity in the sky is called lightning.  Static Electricity is the lightning in a thunder and lightning storm.  I will follow up after this explanation by saying Benjamin Franklin understood that static electricity could be dangerous, which is why he invented the Lightening rod to protect people, because he believed that lightening was electricity.  

Assessment (utilize a blend of traditional and performance assessments): During the lesson, I will informally assess student understanding of the lesson by, looking over their answers on the handout, and based on if they took notes in their notebooks during the read aloud.  I will use a Rubric to help assess student’s notebooks.
EC accommodations/modifications to strategies or assessments



(Refer to IEP’s or 504 plans): N/A
Wrap-up and reflection by the students: Reflection of the lesson will be discussed on the next day during language arts or science.

Reflection by the teacher: N/A

Students will read the articles and answer the following questions. Note: Students may use the article to help answer the questions. 

 Benjamin Franklin

1. Who invented the lightning rod? 

2. What else did he invent? 
3.  Did Benjamin invent electricity or discover it? 

4. In Colonial America how did most people warm their homes? 

5. What other famous inventors followed in Benjamin Franklin’s footsteps to better help people?

Answer Sheet

1. Benjamin Franklin

2. Bifocal glasses, the Franklin stove, and the odometer

3. Discover

4. Build a fire in a fire place

5. Thomas Edison and  Alexander Graham Bell

Benjamin Franklins Notes Rubric

Category

4

3
2
1

Students

Asked three or more questions,

or

At least three or more unknown vocabulary words were written down,

or

The student wrote three or more comments about the book

Asked two or more questions,

or

At least two unknown vocabulary words were written down,

or

The student wrote two comments about the book

Asked one question,

or

At least one unknown vocabulary word was written down,

or

The student wrote one comment about the book

Asked zero questions,

or

Zero unknown vocabulary words were written down,

or

The student wrote zero comments about the book

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10
· Students could have one comment, one vocabulary word, and one question, students who do one of each will not be penalized. They will still receive a four, as long as students have a total of three notes in their note books.

Salem Lesson Plan Format
LESSON PLAN AUTHOR: Alexandrea Ervin

GRADE/CLASS: Fourth                      SUBJECT AREA: Language Arts/Social Studies

UNIT TOPIC: Famous People
  DAY: 2

Desired learning outcome(s): 

· Students will discover/identify a famous person of the past and describe how his action made a contribution in America including North Carolina.
· Students will explain the life of George Washington Carver by sequencing events of the story.
· Students will be able to list major contributions made by George Washington Carver.  
Essential question(s) from learning objective:  
How has George Washington Carvers idea/invention impacted the past and present in North Carolina?

NCSCOS goal and objective(s) assessed: 
Grade Fourth Social Studies Goal 3: The learner will trace the history of colonization in North Carolina and evaluate its significance for diverse people's ideas.

Grade Fourth Social Studies Objective 3.04: Compare and contrast ways in which people, goods, and ideas moved in the past with their movement today.

NCSCOS goal and objective(s) addressed:
Grade Fourth Language Arts Goal 5: The learner will apply grammar and language conventions to communicate effectively.
Grade Fourth Language Arts Objective 5.08:    Demonstrate evidence of language cohesion by:

· Logical sequence of fiction and nonfiction retells.

· Time order sequence of events.

· Sustaining conversations on a topic.
Learner prior knowledge/ learner background experiences: Before beginning the lesson, the teacher must ensure that students have prior knowledge of George Washington Carver.  Before students are given the story A Weed is a Flower: The Life of George Washington Carver, I must ensure that students have an understanding of some key vocabulary words, such as:

· Philanthropy-To give one’s time/ talent for the sake of another, or for the common good.
· Community- A social group of any size whose members reside in a specific locality, share government, and often have a common cultural and historical heritage.
· Society- A group of humans different from other groups, based off of mutual interests, relationships, institutions, and culture.
· Contributions- To give something.   
Vocabulary words will be written on poster board and placed in the front of the class room for every student to see.

Materials and resources needed:
· A Weed Is a Flower: The Life of George Washington Carver By Aliki.  
· Notebooks
· Marker
· Poster board
· Chart paper
· Peanut Butter
· Crackers
 Teaching strategies

Differentiation strategies should be infused throughout.  Differentiate for content, product, and process.
Anticipatory strategies (background knowledge): To stimulate the students’ prior knowledge of George Washington Carver each student will be given the book A Weed Is a Flower: The Life of George Washington Carver By Aliki.  Students will be asked to read the book silently.  Students will be asked to write questions about the book, or unknown vocabulary in their notebooks.  Students who finish reading the book before the majority of the class will be asked to draw a picture and write a paragraph describing what they read in the story (Differentiation of Process).   When each student is finished reading the book each student will be asked to discuss what they wrote in their notebooks.  I will cold call for student participation.  Before cold calling I will ask for volunteers to share what they wrote in their notebooks.  During this part of the lesson I will go over prior vocabulary words. 

 Instruction:   To begin the lesson we will, discuss George Washington Carver’s work with peanuts.  We will focus on Carvers generous sharing ideas, which led to many contributions to society.  I will ask students to identify and list some of the major contributions made by George Washington Carver.  I will ask students why they think we are all better off because of the inventions of George Washington Carver.  I will ask students what kind of person he was?  I will also ask students how does his work make him a better citizen?  The last question that I will ask students how is his work considered philanthropy?  With the help of my students, we will write the events of the book in order (Sequence) on chart paper.  So that all of the students participate I will ask each student to give me one answer to write on the chart paper.   

Conclusion: To conclude the lesson, we will discuss what like in American history when George Washington Carver lived and worked.  We will use the internet to surf the web to find information about this.  Based on reading and personal experience, I will ask students to explain why acting philanthropically is good for the community, North Carolina, and America.  I will end the lesson by giving the students a peanut-butter-and-cracker snack.  (I will be sure to make sure the students are not allergic to peanut butter, and all students will be given the option to opt out of eating the snack).            

Assessment (utilize a blend of traditional and performance assessments): I will formally assess the students by observing student comprehension as they sequence the events of the story, and as they recall major contributions made by George Washington Carver.  

EC accommodations/modifications to strategies or assessments (refer to IEP’s or 504 plans): N/A

Wrap-up and reflection by the students: On the following day students will be asked what they learned from the Ray Charles lesson.  Students will be asked to discuss how it felt to be blindfolded and asked to write their names with out being able to see their papers.

Reflection by the teacher: N/A

Resources:
Learn NC

Aliki. A Weed is a Flower: The Life of George Washington Carver. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1985. ISBN: 0671664905.

Salem Lesson Plan Format

LESSON PLAN AUTHOR: Alexandrea Ervin

GRADE/CLASS: Fourth                       SUBJECT AREA: Visual Arts/Language Arts

UNIT TOPIC: Famous People
  DAY: 3

Desired learning outcome(s): 

· Students will be able to integrate art with writing to produce a response.

Essential question(s) from learning objective:  What piece of art work is Leonardo da’ Vinci most known for creating? 

NCSCOS goal and objective(s) assessed: 

Grade Fourth Visual Arts Goal 6: The learner will reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

Grade Fourth Visual Arts Objective 6.03: Critique artwork through the use of design principles: emphasis, movement, repetition, space, balance, and value.
NCSCOS goal and objective(s) addressed:

Grade Fourth Language Arts Goal 3: The learner will make connections with text through the use of oral language, written language, and media and technology.

Grade Third Language Arts Objective 3.03: Consider the ways language and visuals bring characters to life, enhance plot development, and produce a response. 

Learner prior knowledge/ learner background experiences: Before beginning the lesson, the teacher must ensure that students have prior knowledge of what visual art is.  Also, the teacher must ensure that students know the vocabulary terms:

· Critique- the art or practice of criticism

· Repetition-the act of repeating.

· Design-an outline, sketch, or plan, as of the form and structure of a work of art
Materials and resources needed:

· Leonardo da Vinci By Mary Osborne and Natalie Boyce.  

· Notebooks

· Marker

· Poster board

· Reprints of fine art paintings (Leonardo da Vinci)

Teaching strategies

Differentiation strategies should be infused throughout.  Differentiate for content, product, and process.

Anticipatory strategies (background knowledge): To stimulate the students’ prior knowledge of Leonardo da Vinci I will read aloud the story Leonardo da Vinci      Students will be asked to sit in a group on the floor in front of me.  For students who may have trouble hearing and seeing, I will speak clearly and loudly.  For student with hearing and seeing problems I will arrange for them to sit in the front of the group closer to me so that they will be able to hear and see the story as I am reading it to them.   I will have key vocabulary words such as: design, critique, and repetition written on a poster board that I will hang in the front of the classroom.  When we are finished reading the story I will ask the students to write the vocabulary words in their notebooks, in their own words, based off of the definitions on the poster board.  

Instruction:  First I will introduce a fine art painting to the students, telling students about the painting and the name of the piece.  I will show the students five other paintings by Leonardo da Vinci.  After showing the paintings I will hang them in the class room as if it were an art gallery.  I will tell the students that they are to become art critics and will write down their reactions to their favorite painting.  I will write questions on the board for students to answer in their notebooks, questions such as: Which painting is most life your life and experiences?  What does it remind you of?  What would you name this painting?  What in your life does the painting remind you of?   What are some people, places, or things the paint makes you think of?  What would you do differently if you had painted this picture?  Write down some words or phrases that you think of when you see this painting?  Students who are lower learners will be allowed to answer as many questions as they can in the time allotted.  Students who are higher learners will have to answer all of the questions in the time allotted (Process Differentiation) 10-15mins. 

Conclusion: To conclude the lesson, I will have the students choose a partner who has selected a painting different from theirs.  Students will compare and contrast the two paintings, using their lists of words and phrases, to write a paragraph.  I will have each pair of students to read their comparisons and contrasts with the rest of the class, with one child reading and the other pointing to the appropriate painting.    

Assessment (utilize a blend of traditional and performance assessments): I will evaluate the students paragraphs on the basis of complete thoughts and contrasting ideas, while adjusting expectations of complexity to each child’s development capabilities.  I will also be assessing each student’s notebooks for completeness.

EC accommodations/modifications to strategies or assessments (refer to IEP’s or 504 plans): N/A

Wrap-up and reflection by the students: I will have students write in their notebooks on what they learned about Leonardo da Vinci and I will also have them answer the essential question for the day.  Student will turn in their notebooks before they go home for the day.    

Reflection by the teacher: N/A

Resources:

Learn NC
Cecil Activities book p 213-214

Salem Lesson Plan Format

LESSON PLAN AUTHOR: Alexandrea Ervin

GRADE/CLASS: Fourth                       SUBJECT AREA: Music/Social Studies

UNIT TOPIC: Famous People
  DAY: 4

Desired learning outcome(s): 

· Students will listen to and analyze the contributions of Ray Charles music.

· Students will learn about the life experiences of Ray Charles and how music helped him become famous.

· Students will show that they respect Ray Charles while listening to his music. 

Essential question(s) from learning objective:  

· At what age did Ray Charles learn to play the piano?

· If you were blind, would you be, motivated to play or learn to play the Piano? 

NCSCOS goal and objective(s) assessed: 

Grade Fourth Music Goal 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music.
Grade Fourth Visual Arts Objective 6.07: Show respect while listening to and analyzing music.
NCSCOS goal and objective(s) addressed:

Grade Fourth Social Studies Goal 5: The learner will examine the impact of various cultural groups on North Carolina.
Grade Fourth Social Studies Objective 5.02:   Describe traditional art music and craft forms in North Carolina. 

Learner prior knowledge/ learner background experiences: Before beginning the lesson, the teacher must ensure that students have prior knowledge of different musical genres, such as Rap, R&B, Country, Rock, and in particular Blues.  If students are not familiar with different genres of music, I will use YouTube so that the students can hear the different genres that are unknown to them. 

Materials and resources needed:

· Ray Charles By Sharon Bell Mathis.  

· Notebooks

· Marker

· Poster board

 Teaching strategies
Differentiation strategies should be infused throughout.  Differentiate for content, product, and process.

Anticipatory strategies (background knowledge): To stimulate the students’ prior knowledge of Ray Charles students will be placed in two large groups.  Each group will read Ray Charles by Sharon Bell Mathis.  Students who are struggling readers will be placed in a group together and I will help them read the story.  Students who are not struggling readers will be placed in a group together and will read the book together, without help from me (Differentiation of Process).  

Instruction:   I will introduce a Ray Charles song to the students.  I will tell students that as the song is playing they should show respect to Ray Charles by not talking during the song.   Students are finished reading the book, as a group they will make a list consisting of challenges that they would face if they were blind.  Each group will be given a poster board, to put their lists on. As students work, music by Ray Charles will be playing in the background.    

Conclusion: To conclude the lesson, each group will share their poster boards with the class. Students will write in their notebooks the essential questions of the day.  Students will also write in their notebooks about how they felt after listening to the music by Ray Charles.   If time allows students will be blind folded and asked to write their names while being blind.  The purpose of this activity will be to show students how hard it was for Ray Charles to become a famous musician, considering the fact that he was blind.          

Assessment (utilize a blend of traditional and performance assessments): I will evaluate the students by formally assessing the students while they are reading in their groups, and by what each group lists on their poster boards. 
EC accommodations/modifications to strategies or assessments (refer to IEP’s or 504 plans): N/A

Wrap-up and reflection by the students: On the following day students will be asked what they learned from the Ray Charles lesson.  Students will be asked to discuss how it felt to be blindfolded and asked to write their names with out being able to see their papers.

Reflection by the teacher: N/A

Resources:

Learn NC




OVERALL REFLECTION ABOUT THE UNIT (completed when you finish teaching the unit)
	


